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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI ASEC EE 

SUBJ: LEBANESE SITUATION, MARCH 27, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: THE CEASEFIRE CONTINUES TO HOLD 
GENERALLY, ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REPORTS OP FIRING 
AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES. ABOUT 850 UNIFIL TROOPS 
HAVE ARRIVED IN LEBANON. DAMASCUS RADIO ON MARCH 26 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 01644 01 OP 02 271 353Z 

SEEMED TO INDICATE SARG MIGHT BE BACKTRACKING ON ITS 
COMMITMENT (VIA ADF COMMUNIQUE) NOT TO ALLOW AID TO 
PALESTINIANS PROM ABROAD. BEIRUT PRESS HAS REPORTED 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S CHARGE OP AN ISRAELI-SYRIAN-NLP 
AGREEMENT TO DEPEND CHRISTIANS IN SOUTH LEBANON. THE 
MARONITE PATRIARCH HAS WARNED THAT LEBANON MUST MOVE 
TOWARDS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION, OR OTHERWISE CHOOSE 
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PARTITION. THE FOURTH SHIPMENT OF U.S. EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE ARRIVED BY PLANE IN BEIRUT ON MARCH 25. 

ON MARCH 23 PRIME MINISTER AL-HOSS AND AMBASSADOR 
PARKER SIGNED A $6 MILLION PL 480, TITLE I, AGREEMENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. MILITARY SITUATION. 

A. THE CEASEFIRE CONTINUES TO HOLD GENERALLY, ALTHOUGH 
PALESTINIANS ROCKETED NORTHERN GALILEE ON MARCH 26. 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTED INCIDENTS OF CHRISTIAN 
HARASSMENT OF UNIFIL SINCE MARCH 24. BACHIR GEMAYEL TOLD 
EMBOFF ON MARCH 25 THAT ISRAEL HAD BEEN PARADING ONE 
"FRANCIS RIZK" NOT "CLOVIS RIZK" (REPORTED BEIRUT 1625) 

AS PHALANGE LEADER IN SOUTH. BACHIR SAID, HOWEVER, 

THAT HE HAD NEVER HEARD OF FRANCIS RIZK EITHER, AND THAT 
THE LATTER WAS NOT A MEMBER OF THE PHALANGE PARTY. 

B. ACCORDING TO DATT SOURCE, PALESTINIANS AT BEAUFORT 
CASTLE FIRED AT SOME SWEDISH UNIFIL TROOPS NEAR 
QULAYAH ON MARCH 25. THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES, HOWEVER. 
NABATIYAH WAS SHELLED BY 17 ROUNDS OF 155 MM ARTILLERY 
ON MARCH 26, WHERE THE PALESTINIANS ARE REINFORCING THEIR 
POSITIONS, THE SAME SOURCE REPORTS. 

C. THE ISRAELIS HAVE CHARGED THAT SOME 200 SYRIAN 
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SOLDIERS HAVE MOVED SOUTH TO HASBIYAH. ACCORDING TO 
A RELIABLE DATT SOURCE, HOWEVER, NO REGULAR SYRIAN 
UNIT HAS MOVE TO THE AREA, ALTHOUGH SAIQA UNITS MOVED 
TO MIMAS, ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS NORTH OF HASBIYAH. 

3. UNIFIL DEPLOYMENTS. 

ABOUT 850 UNIFIL TROOPS HAVE ARRIVED IN LEBANON, 

OUT OF A TOTAL OF 4,000. THEY ARE DEPLOYED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

-ABOUT 500 FRENCH TROOPS IN TYRE; 

-ABOUT 150 SWEDISH TROOPS AT MARIA YUN; 

-ABOUT 200 IRANIAN TROOPS NEAR THE QA'QA'IYAT BRIDGE. 

IN ADDITION, THE GOL HAS SENT A SMALL ARMY CONTINGENT 
TO NAKOURA TO CONDUCT LIAISON WITH UNIFIL AND ISRAELIS 
THERE AND TO STUDY THE REINTEGRATION OF HADDAD'S FORCES 
INTO THE LEBANESE ARMY. THE FRENCH UNIFIL FORCE HAS 
RECEIVED TWO ALOUETTE-3 HELICOPTERS WHICH WILL BE USED TO 
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TRANSPORT OFFICERS TO AND FROM NAKOURA. THE GOL HAS ALSO 
SENT A LAF PLATOON TO TAKE OVER THE NABATIYAH CASERNE, 
ACCORDING TO DATT SOURCES. 

4. SYRIANS BACKTRACKING? 

DAMASCUS RADIO ON MARCH 26 QUOTED "A RESPONSIBLE 
SYRIAN SOURCE" AS SAYING THAT THE SARG HAD NO KNOWLEDGE 
THAT THE ADE HAD DECIDED TO PREVENT AID FROM REACHING 
THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE SEE DAMASCUS 1689). THE 
BROADCAST SAID, "THIS IS FOR THE LEBANESE PRESIDENT TO 
DECIDE AND NOT FOR THE ADE. ... AS FOR SYRIA, IT WILL 
CONTINUE ALLOWING EVERY KIND OF AID, BE IT HUMANITARIAN 
OR MILITARY, WHICH MIGHT COME TO THE RESISTANCE." 
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THE DAMASCUS RADIO BROADCAST SEEMS TO CONTRADICT 
THE MARCH 24 ADE COMMUNIQUE FORBIDDING THE ENTRY OF ANY 
FURTHER MILITARY PERSONNEL OR EQUIPMENT INTO LEBANON 
(SEE BEIRUT 1631). IF SYRIA HAS REVERSED ITS POLICY, 

THIS COULD HAVE SERIOUS EFFECTS ON THE MAINTENANCE 
OF THE CURRENT CEASEFIRE. 
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5. SADAT CHARGES AND EGYPTIAN AID. 

A. THE BEIRUT PRESS HAS REPORTED PRESIDENT ANWAR 
SADAT'S CHARGE IN THE MAGAZINE OCTOBER ON MARCH 26 THAT 
U.S. SECRETARY OE STATE CYRUS VANCE HAD TOLD SADAT OE AN 
AGREEMENT TO GUARANTEE "THE DEEENSE OE THE MARONITES 
AND CERTAIN MUSLIMS IN SOUTH LEBANON." LOCAL PRESS 
ADDED THAT SADAT HAD SPECIFIED THAT BEGIN, AN "ARAB 
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LEADER AND A LEBANESE POLITICIAN" HAD AGREED TO THIS 
GUARANTEE, BUT LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, UNLIKE SADAT, HAVE NOT 
IDENTIEIED THEM BY NAME AS SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD AND 
NLP LEADER CAMILLE CHAMOUN. 

B. ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IKE ON MARCH 23 CARRIED 

AP STORY SAYING EGYPT WAS SENDING DOCTORS AND MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES TO THE PLO IN LEBANON. SADAT WAS CITED AS 
PERSONALLY ORDERING THIS AID. 

6. EASTER MESSAGE TO MARONITE PATRIARCH. 

THE MARONITE PATRIARCH KHORAICHE ISSUED HIS ANNUAL 
EASTER MESSAGE ON MARCH 25. HE APPEALED FOR NATIONAL 
RECONCILIATION AND WARNED THAT PARTITION MIGHT BE 
NECESSARY OTHERWISE. HE SAID: 'IT IS TIME TO DECIDE 
TO HAVE EITHER NATIONAL ENTENTE ACCORDING TO 
INVIOLABLE EUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, AND THAT IS OUR MOST 
CHERISHED DESIRE, OR INSTEAD - WHAT WE LOATH THE MOST 
AND REJECT VEHEMENTLY - A PARTITION WHICH GUARANTEES 
TO THIS MARTYRED PEOPLE SOME SECURITY EOR ITS EUTURE 
DAYS." 

7. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE. 

THE EOURTH SHIPMENT OE U.S. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
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ARRIVED BY PLANE IN BEIRUT ON MARCH 25. COMMODITIES 
DELIVERED SO FAR TOTAL 300,000 LBS. AND INCLUDE ABOUT 
1850 TENTS, AS WELL AS 40,000 BLANKETS, MEDICINES AND 
OTHER MATERIALS. THE FIRST SHIPMENT ARRIVED ON MARCH 
23. 

8. OTHER U.S. AID. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 01644 02 OF 02 271359Z 


A NUMBER OF AGREEMENTS HAVE RECENTLY BEEN SIGNED 
AS PART OP OUR REGULAR AID PROGRAM. ON MARCH 15 A 
GRANT FOR $100,000 WAS SIGNED BY MOHAMED ATALLAH, 

PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL POR DEVELOPMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION, 
AND THOMAS IRVIN, U.S. AID REPRESENTATIVE IN LEBANON, 

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE FOR THE CONDUCT OP A ONE- YEAR 
COURSE TO TRAIN PROSTHETIC AND ORTHOTIC TECHNICIANS. 

ON MARCH 22 A GRANT AGREEMENT FOR $1.5 MILLION WAS 
SIGNED BY AMBASSADOR PARKER AND DR. ATALLAH. UNDER 
THIS AGREEMENT, THE UNITED STATES WILL FINANCE EQUIPMENT 
AND OTHER COMMODITIES REQUIRED TO RE-EQUIPM THE NATIONAL 
PEDOLOGICAL INSTITUTE FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION AT 
DEKWANEH. ON MARCH 23 PRIME MINISTER SALIM AL-HOSS 
AND AMBASSADOR PARKER SIGNED A PL-480, TITLE I, FOOD 
AGREEMENT, UNDER WHICH THE UNITED STATES WILL FINANCE 
THE SALE OF $6 MILLION WORTH OF WHEAT AND WHEAT FLOUR 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OP LEBANON. 

PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMISTICE, DISASTER RELIEF, INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT01644 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 32-0998 

Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780323/aaaaat]d.tel 

Line Count: 256 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8ac612bd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3198918 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEBANESE SITUATION, MARCH 27, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8ac61 2bd-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



